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‘ WOTHLID FUNSPIEL ‘81
“— - - - - JANUARY 31, 1981 — PEMBROKE of
E&rly, reglstratlon is recommended since apphcatxonsx wﬂlv
reeeived-on-afirst come basis.:The- registration fee is $15. 00. .per s
person or $60.00 per team. lhrs includes_an eye-opener, hght_( T
lunch, hot roast beef dinner, the curling fee and prizes. Two ™~ -~ .o
games are guaranteed - double knock out! .
SULES Our Cover
1. The *‘Funspiel’’ is open to C.P.H.L. (C)’s and guests.
2. A minimum of two C.P.H.L. (C)’s per team.
3. A maximum of two experienced curlers per team.
An experienced curler will be considered anyone
who has played more than two consecutive years in
organized curling.
Place: Pembroke Curling Club, Herbert St., Pembroke
Hosts: Renfrew County Public Health Inspectors
Committee Members: Andre Lafrance, Mike Klatt, Gary
Severin; Telephone (613) 732-8172 Inwat

# 1-800-267-1097 .

Please return your application form to: Reg rets
‘‘Funspiel ‘81"" Committee, : K

Renfrew County & District Health Unit,
P.O. Box 940,

Pembroke, Ontario K8A 7MS

“t6; egpress i thié: Wpcorning ,alumni neW'sletters please
them to DEREK SIM,"DIRECTOR;*RYERSON ALUMNI
ASSOC., 50 GOULD STREET, TORONTO, ONT M5B

Sy

The 41st Annual Ontario Branch Conference was held this year
in Kingston. Featured in the cover is Kingston’s beautiful City
Hall which has been recently renovated. During the renovation
the original ceiling was uncovered and restored to expose the
massive floral design. The project is part of an ongoing
programme to explore the history of Kingston.

Photos from the Kingston Conference are unvailable for
publication due to technical difficulties. We welcome any photos
from other persons who attended. Photos will be returned.

7TH ANNUAL HEALTH INSPECTORS SOFTBALL
August 7-9, 1981 1
The entry fee will be $75.00, and the teams will be chosen on a
first come first serve basis. The number of teams has not yet
been decided.

The 1981 Tournament Committee encourages smaller Health '
Units to join up with a neighbouring unit to enter a team. )
Further tournament information (ie. rules, hotel ac-
commodations, etc.) will be forth coming, to each Health Unit.

Bruce M. Martin
Tournament Chairman

CORRECTION

The program and Advertising Co-ordinator of the 1980 Annual
Conference regrets the inconvenience caused by the incorrect
listing of the Regional offices and telephone numbers of Canron
Inc. Plastics Division on their advertisement located on the
inside back cover of the Conference Program.

The correct listing for those offices that appear dlrectly below
the septic system line diagram should be:
324 Carlingview Drive
Rexdale, Ontario
(416) 675-3423
Telex: 06-989187

9200 L’ Acadie Blvd.
Montreal, Quebec
(514) 381-9331
Telex: 05-826515

P.O. Box 127 )
Grandview Industrial Park
Saint John, N.B.

(506) 652-1673 '
Telex: 014-47437 ‘ "I know the grey sogoy stuff is carrot,

- but what's the black lumps?"
RYERSON ALUMNI ASSOCIATION )
If you have any functions, articles, comments or criticisms you
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This issue

What you have in your hands is the first issue of Volume II of
the Ontarlo Branch News. It is indeed hard to believe that one
year has passed. With the help of our area correspondents and
the various other contributors, the last four issues have been
informative. With interest and membership increasing, more
contributions should follow.

SRR R

The 41st Annual Conference was held in Kingston this year.
Freeman Hutchings and his committee provided an excellent
program. Coverage of the annual meeting and the papers varlous

’ speakers presented are included.

L E R R B J

We are delighted to bring you our theme article on the
Provincial, Offences Act written by David Hunter, Executive
Co-ordinator for the Provincial Offences Act from the Ministry of
the Attorpey General. Mr. Hunter was a guest speaker at the
41st annual conference in Kingston. He has also travelled
extensively throughout the provmce addressing AREA meetings

_ on this subject.

(A XX E 2]

The GUEST EDTORIAL discusses the issue regarding the-
standards of the Public Health Inspector. It was written by Henry
Garcia and is an appropriate issue to think about since we as the
CIPHI are seeking Licensing and Registrationwhich will help
control our standard of professionalism. :

Should you have an opinion on this or any other Public Health
related (environmental) topic, your colleagues would like to*

read it in your newsletter.
. ks

Regular departments return mcludlng 'On The. nghter Side,
an account of the conference; Running at Both Ends, THE
Hysterical Perspective; Glimpses of the Past, describes Clete’
Schwan, a retired public health inspector who worked for

Grey Owen Sound.
AR RER

Fmally, we wish you and yours a happy holrday season, Merry
Christmas and a PROSPEROUS New Year )
% ‘ * t *

Thanks to Paul Dawson for
helping with this issue.
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Firstly, congratulations are morder to Freeman Hutchmgs and
his conference committee for a very educational, entertaining
and successful conference held in Kingston, September 15-19,
1980. It was a conference enjoyed by those.. who attended.

Secondly, 1 am pleased to announce that the City of North York .

will host the 1981 conference at the Yorkdale Holiday Inn,

_September 21-25, 1981, Next years conference will be under the-

co-charrmanshlp of J.E. Schewchuck and L.A. Lychowyd and we
are again looking forward to an excellent conference in North
York.

At this time 1 would like to introduce Pamela Cook and Tom
Steward as the new Branch Councillors on the Ontario Branch
Executive. As of September 19, the Branch Executive consists of

. Mike Gravel, Secretary-Treasurer, Bill Wright, Past President,
Councillors 1980-81, Jim. Cave, Hugh Goodfellow, Freeman

Hutchings, Jim Stone, Councillors 1980-82, Pamela Cook, Peter -

Fitzsimons, Paul Mclnnis, Patrick O’'Donnell and Tom Steward.
*' A sincere and special thanks are extended to Wayne Pollock and
Fred Ruf for their enthusiasm and dedication of their past

service to the Ontario Branch. Their presence will be missed.
1 was pleaséd to partake in the Central Regional area meeting

Our prestdent speaks

Execu'nve prepared for ’81

in Barrie on October 22, and 1 personally found it rewarding and I
hope the Inspectors in attendance found it of mutual benefit..
Again, your Branch Executive is available for any of the area
meetings to answer questions regarding Institute affairs.

Your dues notices have ben mailed and I hope each of you will
renew your membership and promote new mefmbers in you area.
This year due to escallatmg-costs both National and the Ontario
Branch were forced to raise its portion. The total dues for

-membership in 1981 will be $40.00 Still a good bargain for the
work we do on your behalf and when you look at other due
structures of similar organizations.

The first meeting of the Branch Executive was held on
November 15, of which our course of action for the upcoming
yeat was  set out. All committees have been appointed and
committee chairmen are presently working in their respective

. areas. I hope and anticipate that this year w1ll be. a very

productive year for the Ontario Branch.

Lastly I would like to extend on behalf of the Branch Executive
a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year to all members and
Public Health Inspectors.in Ontario.

-

Annual business meeting
proves productive year

" Two new faces were elected with the three incumbents at the
41st annual conference held in Kingston, Pamela Cook and Tom
Steward have joined re-elected councillors Petér Fitzsimons,
Paul McInnis and Patrick O’Donnell on the Ontario Branch
Executive for the term -1981-1982. Each year half of the
Councillors on the executive are elected. Mike Gravel was
acclaimed to the position of secretary-treasurer. '

. President Hatton expressed the gratitude of the Branch

Executlve and the Membership to Freeman. Hutchings and his |

Committee for providing an excellent programme during the 41st
Annual Conference. A summary of the speaker s papers may be
found elsewhere in this issue.

MINUTE OF SILENCE ‘

One minute of silence was observed in honour of those Pubhc:, ’
Health Inspectors who had passed away since the last Annual

Meeting (1979). They were: M.

Doratto, L. Hancey, N. Khan, A.
Q’Hm, W. Todd. . .

DUES INCREASE
The membership passed a motion to increase the Ontario

Branch portion of the dues to the C.I.P.H.I. by $10.00. At the .

National conference in Saskatchewan this year the national

portion of the dues was increased by $5.00. The total annual dues -

now stands at $40.00.
The Ontano Branch has not mcreased its dues for several

years and. the normal operatmg costs have increased
significantly making this move necessary. The_increase will help
cover anticipated costs of preparing for and obtammg Licensing
and Registration, and publishing the Ontario Branch newsletter.
" CALENDARS FOR NEW MEMBERS ONLY

Calendar Committee Chairman Patrick 0’Donnell commented
that the cost of purchasing and mailing the annual pocket
calendar to. the members is becoming . excessive. The
membership passed a motion made by Mr. O’Donnell that the
Calendar Committee be dissolved and the annual mailing of the
calendar inserts. However, he assured the membership that the
folder with the Institute insignia and calendar will still be given
to new members when joining. Also if exising members require -

~ new folders that these are also available at a nominal cost. The
" calendar insert can be obtained at most stationery stores. Mr.

O’Donnell stated that the monies from the calendars usually
- slated for the Calendar Committee can now be funnelled mto the

" areas which the Executive is focusing on.

. AREA CHAIRMEN INVITED TO EXECUTIVE MEETINGS
" Peter Reaburn, Area Chairman for the the Western area,
commented that Area Chairmen should be given the opportunity
to attend an Executive meeting during the year to resolve any
m'oblems which should be brought before the general

~ Please turn to page 3

}



Glimpses of the past”
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A vaIuabIe man retires

CLETE SCHWAN RETIRES
January 1, 1980

Cletus Albert Schwan was born in Owen Sound, Ontario on
October 6, 1914. He grew up and received his elementary and
secondary school education in the same city.

He enlisted in the Canadian Armed Forces during World War
1I and served overseas for four years. After the was he returned
home to a Managerial position at the local tannery. Next, Clete
entered the field of heavy construction for a short period

Clete Seh‘wan

engineering and erecting a bridge near Craigleith.
Clete then enrolled in the Sanitary Inspector’s Programme

" under the able supervision of Major O’Hara and was certified on

July 13, 1959. He .accepted his first position with the Simcoe.
County Health Unit in that same year.

On January 1, 1960 Clete commenced his duties as Sanitary
Inspector for the City of Owen Sound, a position he held until his
retirement. In 1967 the Owen Sound Department of Health and
the Grey County Health Unit amalgated to form the Grey-Owen
Sound Health Unit and as a result, Clete packed his belongings
and moved up the hill to the County Administration Building to
join his new fellow Inspectors, at that time a staff of four.

One of Clete’s proudest moments was on the event of Her
Royal Highness The Princess: Anne’s visit to Own Sound in
November of 1979. Clete and Paul Mclnnis received personal
commendation for their assistance in the supervision of the food
preparation and surviellance of the Municipal luncheon given in
her honour. Both Inspectors received a ‘‘Royal’’ pat on the back.

In d similar fashion Clete masterminded andngemous plot to
rid the City of it’s pigeon population. His method of placing
rubber snakes on the store front ledges brought/ notoriety which

~ Clete chose to avoid in his usual modest manner.

Clete has been a member of the Canadian Institute of Public
Health Inspectors since his certification and has always
thoroughly .enjoyed Institute functions.

« Clete and his wife Rachel still make their home in Owen
Sound. They have two daughters,oneson and four grandchildren.
Clete continues to remain- in close contact with his friends at the
Grey-Owen Sound Health Unit and is never forgotten in our
social events.

From all the Inspectors who have had the pleasure of making
your acquaintance over the years, we salute you Clete, and wish ’

-you many more years of health and happiness in your

retirement. .
(Continued on Page 20)

Annual business meehng produchve

Continued from page 2.
. membership, since the Area Chairman deals with all aspects of
the Institute at the local level. A motion was then passed that
would allow Area Chairmen to attend an Executive meetmg at no
expense to the Branch.

AWARDS PRESENTED

The top graduation student from Ryerson for the year 1979-80
was Frank Ing. Mr. Ing-was the first year top student last
year. He was unable to attend this year’s conference, however
his plaque was entrusted to Fred Ruf who will make .the
presentation on behalf of the Branch. The top first student for
1979-80 was Rick Legge who was presented with a cheque on
behalf of the Branch by President Hattan.

) OTHER BUSINESS ,

A discussion regarding the recent strike of Public Health
Inspectors in the Niagara Region revealed that the Branch would
not be involved since there had been no formal call for help.
Note: The strike has since been resolved.More info elsewhere in
this issue.

Reference was made to the Association of Supervnsory
Inspectors of Ontario and its potentail relationship with the
Ontario Branch. Various comments suggested that the
membership recognizes the ~advantagelof this groups but does

1]

not wish it to be a standmg committee of the Branch.

Several members commented on the Branch’s recent survey
concerning the quality of students graduating from Ryerson.
This matter will be pursued, the Executive assured.

A motion was carried by the membership, directing the
Executive to appoint a committee to look into the matter of
advertisigg in the Ontario Branch News and report at the next
Annual meeting.. The committee would devise some guidelines
for soliciting and handling any advertising that appears in the
Ontano Branch News.

FUTURE CONFERENCE SITES

The 42nd annual conference has finally found a home and will
be hosted by the staff from the Borough of North York in 1981.
The 1982 conference will be held in Hamilton and an invitation
was extended by Jim Stone representing the North Bay Health
Unit to hold the 1983 annual conference in that city. This
mvxtatlonwaspromptly accepted by the membership.

AND FINALLY, NO SMOKING!

The membership reluctantly passed a motion resolving that -

there be a ‘““No Smoking” policy at all public meetings,

_educational seminars and. conferences, with the exception of

social functions of the Ontario Branch C.LP.H.I. We are
concerned about . ‘our’ health too, are we not?
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Guest editorio] | ————

- Concern for professionalism

BY HENRY GARCIA, CPHI (C)

"Our last Dinner Meeting must have beaten all previous
records as far as content and duration for a-Meeting held in this
Region (formerly known as Southwestern Area 2).

Two new areas of challenges were discussed at this meeting;
one, the very well presented talk about the Provincial Offences
Act, ‘and the other question regarded the standard of
professionalism for a Public Health Inspector. ‘

My comments will be directed at the latter of these discussions
which was brought up by one of our respected members.

The main question which was asked and discussed by the
delegates at this meeting I feel can be summarized as; *“When a
Public Health Inspector feels that for reasons beyond his control

_he is impeded to achieve his prime objective, who can ‘he turn to
for support?’’ This to me seems to be a matter of great concern
among many Inspectors I have spoken to in the past, and yet it is
a very delicate area to be involved in by any Public Health
Inspector on his own or even in a small group.

The CIPHI has formulated a ‘‘Code of Ethics’’. In it our
standard of professionalism and achievement of cur prime
objectives are clearly identified.

Although this Code is by no means a legal document of
enforcement, the Institute feels every Public Health Inspector
should meet its requirements to achieve the standard of
professionalism desired by our Profession

Since the Institute has and is diligently striving to be the voice
of all Public Health Inspectors, and being responsive to the
needs of Inspectors as a whole, it might just be possible to
.venture, delicately, into this area.

I am not suggesting that the Institute should venture into any
internal problems affecting Inspectors in any particular Health
Unit or Department, but it should have some sort of mechanism
whereby a consensus can be obtained regarding allegations of
unprofessionalism actoss the Province and in very general terms
speak out for the Profession. )

To the editor

The annual Eastern Ontario Public Health Inspector’s Curling
Bonspiel will be held on January 31st, 1981 at the Pembroke
Curling Club, Herbert Street, Pembroke, Ontario. a

This year in response to a survey taken by the ‘‘Funspiel 81
Committee’’, the team format will be somewhat altered to
include a minimum of two (2) C.P.H.L(c)’s on each team and

amaximum of two (2) experienced curlers per team. Guests this

year are welcomé€, i.e. wives, girl friends, etc. There is
absolutely no truth to the rumour that Brian Hatton and Jim
Cave plan on-improving on their performance of last year by
bringing in a couple of ringers - their wives???
The Funspiel Committee will issue a final decision before the
bonspiel ruling on the possibility of allowing Jim Cave to
substitute his ‘‘broom’’ for a ‘“‘Hockey Stick’’. Evidence will also
be solicited by the Committee from Peter Moccio on how to
* reduce allegations of cheating, foul play and game rigging which
were notoriously aimed at the 1980 Curling . Bonspiel Champion
team consisting of Paul Kittner, Jerry Zalenski, Doug Steele and
Peter Moccio. _ r ‘
Since it was reported in a previous edition of the ‘‘Ontario

Almost every Association has some form of mechanism to deal
with allegations such as conduct of its members individually or
as a whole. The purpose of these mechanism is due to the well
known established fact that - *‘a chain is just as strong as its
weakest link’’ - the chain being our Profession, the link our
professional. Remember - the Roman Empire . powerful as it
was, crumbled mainly from within.

Editorial
A “tool’to be used delicately

Since the proclamation of the Provincial Offences Act in
1979, by the Ontario Legislature, all Public Health Inspectors
will also be known as Provincial Offences Officers. The article
written by David Hunter found elsewhere in this issue, defined
Provincial Offences Officers as ‘‘all employees of municipalities,
whose duties include the enforcement of municipal by-laws and
provincjal statutes’’ .

+ This legislation finally provides the public health Inspector a
‘tool’ which can be used to perform his duties more effectively.
However, emphasis must be made on the word ‘tool’. An
essential method of changing a operators habits which will
conform to the Feod Premises Regulations /and other statutes
must be through education. We are still public health educators

~and the provincial offences act must only be used when

education fails or is rejected. Herb Waters stressed in the Fall
1980 issue of this publication that ‘‘the Public Health Inspector’s
expected to teach sound Public Health practices wherever he
goes.”’ We cannot get.lazy because it has become easier to write
out a ticket rather than to provide a logical reason for changing.
We must be educators first and officers second.

Invite to Funspiel

Branch News’’ that: ‘‘Dave Cooke was so ashamed of what his"

fellow Inspector’s in Kingston were doing that he played with the
team from Renfrew’’, the Funspiel /81 Committee wishes to
advise that similar arrangements will be made to accomodate
other individuals who weren’t too pleased with their team’s
performance at Napanee. ‘ )

Single entries will be accepted in the strictest confidence prior
to the pre-registration date of January 5th, 1981 by the Funspiel
Committee if they are addressed to: P.O. Box 940, PEMBROKE,
ONTARIO. K8A 7M5 or phone 613-732-8172, (In-Wats #)
1-800-267-1097 -

Entry forms can be obtained by contacting the above
address. . .

The fee schedule is $15.00 per person or $60.00 per team. This
includes an ‘‘eye-opener, light lunch and a hot roast beef
dinner”’ in the evening with prizes and awards going to the
deserving participants!!! .

&

L)

Accomodations may be arranged at reduced rates through the -

Dawson Motel, 1218 Pembroke St. E., Phone # 1-613-732-9908.

4 Please turn to page 15



The PHOTOZONE® process...
A Major Breakthrough in Clean Water

Why our purifying method

is cleaner, more healthful and
much more economical to
operate: . '

A certain spectrum of sunlight automati-

cally produces the life-essential ozone

layer that has constantly acted for billions

- of 'years to naturally balance and purify

the earth’s atmosphere. Now, we've cap-

tured that invisible ray of light in a unique

~ ' ionization device. The result is a major

breakthrough in economiical water purifi-
cation and treatment. -

Our Photozone process Water Purifier
~ instantly cleans water on contact by oxy-
dizing the pollutants and killing the bac-
teria. The chemistry of the water remains
unchanged. The only thing added to your
pool is more fresh, healthful oxygen. The
Photozone process eliminates from 50 to
90% of the chemical treatment costs and
the unpleasant eye-burning chemicals,
_ smells and tastes traditionally associated
P * with swimming pools. Operating cost of the
Lomla“iqg system is usually /ess than four dollars a
month. You save in both time and main-
tenance costs. For complete details on the
~ Photozone process, call, wire or write:

ioniZzation

CWICABD, HUNOTS 40822

u.s. and P . °
Foreign Patents | '“'8‘)“8"0“8' '“c. .
. .. s DEVELOPER OF PROTOZONE — GAMMAZONE — MAGNAZONE PROCESSES‘ .
Model No. Application , N oy (SP: %
P-5 : Hot Tubs and Spas v ‘ ' * B Qo
P-20 Pools up to 25,000 Gals. Canspa Py
::-40 Pools up to 40,000 Gals. .o hemuE
-140 Pools up to 140,000 Gals. ns. W, Faizhall isor
P-340 ~ Poolsupto 340,000 Gals. - pig. paetnyssystems.  Won. Fairhall Enterprises Lid
. - Larger capacity models available on request. London, Ontario Thornhill, Ontario

-N6A 4KB8 [519] 438-5428  L3T 2A1
T o T e e e Tele. 06-964672
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The Provincial Offences Act

by DAVID HUNTER v
. ‘ Executive Coordinator -
Provincial Offences Act
Ministry of the Attorney General

All legislation which deals with problems of Public Health

matters must ultimately be buttressed by an effective means of
enforcement. In an ideal situation, laws would be respected and

obeyed by all citizens in a voluntary and cooperative manner. In-

reality, of course, it is frequently necessary to invoke a legal
sanction, in order to prevent the continuation of activities which,
in the interests of the entire community, have been prohibited
through laws made by the elected representatives of the
population. . . o
One means of enforcing the law is to commence a prosecution
for the violation of a provincial statute or municipal by-law. If a
court decides that the person charged is guilty, a penalty of some
kind can be imposed, in order to discourage the repetition of the
illegal activity in the future. Until recently, the prosecution of
offences against provincial laws and municipal by-laws took
place under a procedure which had been largely adopted from
the Canadian Criminal Code. This situation frequently resulted
in proceedings becoming excessively complex and expensive,
especially in relation to relatively minor offences, such as traffic
violations or offences against property standards by-laws."
- NEW LEGISLATION '

Since March 31, 1980, a new set of procedures has been in -

effect in Ontario, as a result of the proclamation of The Provincial
Offences Act, 1979. This Act provides a unified and
self-contained code of proccedure for the prosecution of all
offences under provincial statutes and under municipal by-laws
as well. As the Attorney General, R. Roy McMurtry, has stated,
“Its objectives are to simplify.’previous practices, eliminate
unnecessary technicalities, enhance basic rights and protections,
and remove the obstacle of delay from the conduct of legal
proceedings.”’ o :

Early results indicate that the new system is in fact helping to
reduce the'backlog in the courts, while allowing persons wishing
a trial to have the matter dealt with as quickly as posible.

The Provincial Offences Act provides two distinct types of
procedure: Part 1, for truly minor matters; and Part III., for
offences which are of a more serious nature. It is open to the
enforcement officer, subject to the direction of the Ministry or
municipality by which he is imployed, to decide which form of
procedure he wishes to use in any particular case

PROVINCIAL OFFENCES OFFICERS :

Pait 1 of The Provincial Offences Act can be used for the »

prosecution of offerices only by persons who have been
designated as ‘‘provincial offences officers.”” All police officers
are included in this definition, and in addition, in March, 1980,
the Solicitor General designated as provincial. offences officers
all employees of municipalities, whose duties include the
enforcement of municipal by-laws, as well as of certain provincial

statutes such as The Public Health Act. Therefore it is important

for municipalities to ensure that only persons whose responsibil-
ities include by-law enforcement are directed to commence legal
proceedings against individuals who have committed an offence.
any person, whether or not he or she is a provincial offences
officer, may commence proceedings in the more formal manner
under Part IIl. This procedure requires the person to lay

information before a justice of the peace, and to swear that he

P.O.O.and fhe PHI ,

proéeslufe which previously applied to.all provincial offences.
" CERTIFICATE OF OFFENCE ™/ '
As stated above, the simplified procedure under.Part I-of the

~ Act is intended for offences of a minor, regulatory.nature. Ifa

provincial offences officer believes that someone has committed
an offence, he may decide to com plete a document known as

. “certificate of offence.”’ The officer gives the person charged a

document containing-all the relevant information; called an
“offence notice,’’ or else a Part I Summons. The key features of
the Part I proceeding are as follows:

. the offence notice or summons must be served ‘personally’
upon the person charged; it cannot be sent by malil or left with
another person at his residence ) : '

- the offence notice or summons must be served within 30 days
of the date when the offence is alleged to have occurred; if it is

" not possible, proceedings can be commenced under Part I

within six months of the date of the.alleged offence )

- if necessary, the offence notice or summons may be served
by a person other than the provincial offences officer who issued
the certificate of offence o .

- a provincial offences officer who serves an offence notice or
summons Is not permitted to receive any money as payment of a
fine; nor can he deliver the offence notice to the court on behalf

" . of the person charged.

The certificate of offence, thatis, the document retained by the

_officer who completed it, must be filed in the office of the local

Provincial Offences Court as soon as practicable after the person

" chatged has been served with the offence notice or summons.

The Provincial Offences Courts have adopted a rule that a

_ certificate of offence will not be accepted more than seven days

after the offence notice or summons has been served, unless the
court orders an extension of time. This limitation assist the
courts in allowing persons charged to have the matter disposed
of as soon as possible. . ’
A summons which is issued under Part 1 compels the person
charged, who is referred to as the ‘‘defendant’ to appear in the

‘Provincial Offences Court at a certain time and place. The

summons will probably be used much less frequently than the
offence ' notice, since in cases involving genuinely minor
infractions, the person who issues the certificate of offence, will
probably not feel that it is essential to have thé defendant appear
in court and to have the facts of the alleged offence explained in
front of a justice of the Provincial Offences Court. However, in
situations where the offence has been repeated, or where the
continuation of the illegal behaviour could have - serious
consequences, the prosecutor may indeed feel that a court
appearance and trial is necessary, so that a higher fine can be
requested, or another type of order prohibiting the continuation
or tepetition of the offence can be made. These considerations

“only serve to highlight some. of the considerations that will

determine which proceedure to use.

In the majority of cases, the defendant will be given an offence’
notice. This document is the cornerstone of the new simplified
procedures under Part I. It is a small rectangular piece of paper
which resembles the traffic ticket which had been used in
Ontario for many years before the passage of The Provincial
Offences Act. It contains the defendant’s name and address, as
well as. a short description of the offence which he is alleged to
have committed. In addition, at the bottoni of the offence notice a

believes its contents to be true. This is basically the same

Es

_ (Continued on Page 7)
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The Provincial foences Act

(Continued from Page 6) .

set fine is indicated. The amount of the set fine is established by
the Chief Judge of the Provincial Offences Court. The Ministry of -
the Attorney Geveral assists munci palities to process their
by-law materials for the establishment of set fines. Information
and assistance can be obtained by contacting the Executive
Coordinator of Provincial Offences Act Implementation, David

- Hunter, at the Ministry’s offices at 18 King Street East in -
Toronto. If no set fine has been established for the offence, then
the offence notice cannot be used, although the officer can still
serve the defendant with a summons, either under Part I or
under Part III of the Act. ' ,

OPTIONS GIVEN

The person who has been given an offence notice may exercise
one of the following options in response to the charge:

if he does not wish to dispute that he committed the offence,
he may sign the plea of guilty, and send the offence notice to the
court office, together with payment of the amount shown as the
set fine. : '

if he wishes to dispute that he committed the offence, he may
sign the plea of not guilty on the offence notice and deliver it to -
the court office; the court will then set a time and date for trial.

if he does not wish to despute that he committed the offenc,e
but wishes to explain the circumstances surrounding the
incident, he may apear before a justice without an appointment,
during the times stated of the offence notice; he may also explain
why he thinks that the fine should be reduced, or why he needs a
longer period of time to pay the fine. )

If the defendant does not exercise one of these three options
‘within 15 days after being given the offence notice, the court will
assume that he does not wish to dispute the charge. A justice will
examine the certificate of offence which has been filed by the
provincial offences officer, and, if it is complete and regular on
its face, enter a conviction and impose the set fine for the '
offence. A notice of the conviction and the date when the fine is
due will be sent to the defendant. )

The concept of a conviction arising by default, where the
defendant takes no action to respond to a charge, is not new. It
has been adapted from the concept of the default judgement in
civil litigation. Every defendant retains the right to a full trial of
the issue at his request. The only change is that it is now his:

- responsibility to enter a plea of not guilty before the trial is
scheduled. This will make it easier for the courts to set more
definite times for each case, so that persons charged and
witnesses will not have to waste an entire morning or afternoon,
or even a full day, waiting for their case to be dealt with. In
addition, the prosecutor will know in advance what trials are
scheduled,. and will have to prepare his case and arrange for
evidence to be presented only in respect of those matters in
which the defendants have clearly indicated that they want a °
trial. All other charges will be disposed of without the necessity
of having the provincial offences officer present. This represents
a considerable saving in time and money for the officer and the
municipality which employs him.

In proceedings commenced by offence notice under Part I the
maximum fine which can be imposed is the set fine; if the
proceeding is commenced by a summons under Part I then the
maximum fine is$300.00. No term of - imprisonment can be

‘imposed when proceedings are taken under Part I of the Act. If a
summons has been used, either under Part I or Part 111, the court
which convicts the defendant may additionally make any order
which is provided for by law, such as an order to discontinue the
illegal activity which is the subject of the charge. If proceedings
have been commenced in the more formal manner under Part I,
by laying an information, then the full range of penalties is

'

available, subject only to the restrictions of the Act or by-law
which creates the offence. ‘

The Provincial Offences Act also contains new provisions
which are intended to prevent valid charges from being
dismissed merely because of minor technical errors, as often
occurred under the previous procedures. Essentially all that is
required is that the charge must provide the defendant with
reasonable information about the nature of the offence which he
is alleged to have committed. The object is to prc‘)ceed with the
trial of the case on its merits, and not to permit trivial defects to
bring proceedings to a halt.

: , OTHER FEATURES

Other key features of The Provinclal Offences Act are:
Provisions intended to facilitate the service of a summons,
especially upon corporations .

- a greater variety of means of collecting fines which have not
been paid, including filing the defaunlted fine as a Jjudgement
debt in the civil courts

- Informal and quick appeals from decislons In proceeding
under Part I, permitting dissatisfied parties to appeal what they
regard as unjust decisions as quickly as possible.

- the elimination of imprisonment as a penalty for provincial
offences, except  those serlous offences where It Is consldered _
particularly necessary.

The Provincial Offences Act was designed to create a fair and
convenient structure for the prosecution for all offences in
Ontario. The new procedures will afford a workable and rational
means for the enforcement of Ontario’s provincial legislation, in
the years ahead. '

/A
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A solution to ‘nuisance’ expensés

Periodically throughout the year Bulletins -on various topics
are prepared by the staff of the Public Health Inspection service,
Public Health Branch, Health Programs Division. Following is

" Bulleting No. 20 regarding ‘‘Nuisance Abatement By Public

\

Health Inspectors and the Recovery of Expenses.”
Appreciation is expressed to W.D. Connery, the City of

“Toronto Health Dept. for his cooperation in making available this -

information.’ , .

Occasionally an inspector encounters a situation in which he is
dealing with a vacant house that he considers a public health
problem based on the contents of the house. Frequently the
owner of the house is unco-operative and refuses to clean the
premises. ' oo

The Medical Officer.of Health and the Inspector have the

authority, through Section 95 of the Public Health Act, to enter’

the premises and take the necessary steps to clean the premises
and to recover their expenses. ‘ -
The City of Toronto Food Control and Sanitation Divison has
developed a precedure by which these matters are handled. This
procedure was developed with the advice of their legal services

and has been implemented several times without problems.
The sample documentation provided here was modelled from a

case encountered in Toronto where a court conviction had beén;

registered and the owner still had not cleaned the house.
In addition to providing the documentation, the Toronto
Inspection group advised the following: . .
a) Ensure that a public health inspector be accompanied by a
police officer or another inspector when entering a house to have
it cleaned. This is to avoid being accused of removing- hidden
money, valuables, etc. : Y
) b) That a detailed bill be provided to the owner.
¢) If the expenses exceed $2,000.00 an order of a Jud ge of the’
Supreme Court is required, Section 96 (1). o
- d)-Get an order authorizing entry from a Provincial Judge
(Section 2b(2)) in all cases of this nature.

-Dear Sir or Madam:
Re: 123 Main Street -

Please refer to my written order dated April 4, 1978, requiring -

‘you to cleanse the interior of your dwelling premises at 123 Main
Street in Yourtown. This order was personally served on Mr. X at
11:30 a.m. on April 10, 1978. The order required you to cleanse-

the premises and remove or destroy all garbage and waste. -

material found therein within forty eight hours of receipt by you
of the said ‘order. You failed to comply with this order and
accordingly Mr. X was charged and convicted in Provincial Court
and fined $200.00 or 14 days in jail on August 14, 1978.

On August 23, 1978, a similar order requiring you to cleanse
the premises at 123 Main Street was served on Mrs. X at 456
Second Street. This order required you to effect the cleaning
within forty eight hours. To date no cleaning or garbage removal
has been effected. . - : ‘ =

This letter is, therefore, to inform you that pursuant to Section

95 s.s. (1) of the Public Health Act of Ontario, Chapter 377,
R.S.0. 1970, ‘my inspector will enter upon your premises on
September 12, 1978, between the hours of sunrise and sunset
and take such steps as may be necessary to abate the nuisance of
rubbish and garbage that exists therein. v
You are further advised that you will be required to bear the
expenses incurred in the abatement of this nuisance and if, after
one month from the time you are served with a demand of
payment the costs are not paid a statement of the amount of costs

and expenses shall be delivered to the municipal clerk who shall |

insert his amount in the collector’s roll and these costs and

N
1

¢ Loty

N Y o

expenses shall be collected in like manner as municipal taxes.
: ' ) Yours truly,

N\

<

Dear Sir or Madam: ) Lo

Re: Demand of payment for costs and expenses:incurred in
abating nuisance of rubbish and garbage at 123" Main Street,
Yourtown. T ' N

On April 10, 1978, my order requiring you to cleanse the
interior of your dwelling premises at 123 Main Street-in the
community of Yourtown was personally served on Mr. X at 11:30
a.m. This order require you to cleanse the premises and remove
or destroy all garbage and waste materail found therein within
forty eight (48) hours of receipt by you of the said order. You
failed to comply with this order and accordingly Mr. X. was
charged and- convicted in Provincial Court and fined $200.00 or
“fourteen (14) days in jail on August 14, 1978. o

On August 21, 1978, a second order requiring you to cleanse
the premises at 123 Main Street within forty ight (48) hours was

_ served on.Mrs. X. As of September 11, 1978,'no cleaning or

garbage removal had been effected. Accordingly, I notified you

_on September 11, 1978, that my inspector would enter upon the
premises at 123 Main Street to abate the aforementioned
nuisance. '

Please be. advised that on September 12, 1978, my inspector
entered upon your premises.at the above-mentioned address and
took such steps as were necessary to abate the nuisance of
.rubbish and garbage that' existed.therein, such. action having
been taken pursuant to Section 95 s.s. (1) of the Public Health
Act, Chapter 377, R.S.0. 1970. You are further advised that the
oosts incurred in abating the aforementioned nuisance amount to
$1,200.00 and this sum .was paid on your behalf to F. Linton, 20
Green Street, Toronto, a cleaning firm. oo .

You are hereby notified, pursuant to the provisions of Section
95 s.s. (3) of the Public Health Act, Chapter 377, R.5.0. 1970,
that you are required to pay this amount to the Municipal
Treasurer within one month of receipt by you of this demand of
payment, failing which a statement-of the aforementioned costs
-and expenses shall be delivered to the Municipal Clerk who shall
insert the amount in the collectors’ roll against 123 Main Street

- and the amount may be collected in like manner as municipal
taxes. . : oo

Cheque or money order must bé made payable to Municipal

‘Treasurer ‘and must be forwarded to the Medical Officer of

Health. . .
. - Yours truly,

-

ORDER OF ENTRY AND INSPECTION

To: G.S.B., Public Health Inspector,
for the said County in the said
" Province of Ontario.

" Canada)
" Province of Ontario)
County of York)
Whereas it appears on the oath of the said G.S.B. that there
are reasonable grounds for believing that there are
‘contraventions of The Public Health Act of Ontario in‘and on-a
building municipally known as 123 Main Street, Yourtown, in the.
~ County of York. : .
This is therefore to authorize and required you between the
hours of 8:00 a.m. and 6:00 p.m. to enter into the said premises
to carry out your duties under The Public Health Act of Ontario,
together with _s‘uch police officer or officers as you call upon to
.- assist:you. : :
Dated this - day of A.D., 1978.
- ‘Signed by Provincial Judge
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" Members hear about Act

PETER REABURN* GORD HORNER
The lecturers who presented material at the Police college in
Aylmer October 15 provided some. very beneficial and
interesting information regarding the Provincial Offences Act.
Peter Reaburn and Gord Horner, Chairman and Secretary
respectively for the Western Area prepared a concise and.
abbreviated version of the papers presented. The major points
are in short form to expedite the reading of the information. Mr.
Larry Owen Crown Attorney for the York Region explained the
Provincial Offences Act and discussed how the various sections
pertaining to PHI's will be used.
A more detailed explanatlon written by David Hunter may be
found elsewhere in this issue.
’ PROVINC]AL OFFENCES ACI‘
History
-Committee to look at changing systems in Ontarlo
-back-up in courts because of a parking ticket bemg treated like a
murder case.
-most’ provincial offences are regulatory in nature.
-most provincial offences have minor fines.
-there was a high-volume of provincial offences compared to
murder charges, etc.
-use old system for serious charges and new system for minor
charges--up to P.O. officer. ’
-parts of Act, sections 1 to 13 deals with tlckets minor offences -
maximum fine $300.00 - no fail. .

Part 1 and Part Il
-Provincial officer does not take the money for the fine from the
ditizen.
-provincial officer must file' ‘Certificate of Offence’’ at least the
day after.
<citizen can either mail of personally deliver his offence notice if
he wants a trial.
-you will not be notified if the citizen wants a meeting with the
J.P. - explanation situation.
4f you use an “offence Notice” and later think it was mistake
don’t switch to a summons.
Three basic wordings:
Transaction: When and where it was done - specifically-
date, time and place - Municipality.
Act or Omission: What was done.
Offense: Contrary to Section??
Under Part Il you can issue a (different) summons while person
is at hand.
Section 23. Not Notice of Summons under Part 1.
Offence Notice (ticket) requires a date for Summons - to be
included. Trial appearance must be prearranged with court-
clerk.
Summons must be served by Provincial Officer within 30 days of
offense.
I out of jurisdiction, once summons is served Certlﬁcate of
Notice must be filed within 7 days.
AFTER EDUCATION FAILS
Mr. Bud Knight, from the staff of the Police College,
discussed the process taken for further action after the education
process has not resolved the problem.
1. Role of Inspector:
Investigation - substantiate or refute
-resolve problems -
Routine inspections,
Receive Complaints

" Corporation and Management™ of the business

2.Gathering of Evidence:

record all aspects of investigation - as you conduct it.
-acquire exhibits-

for crown brief-

3. Bringing Accused before Court:

P.O. Act: Part I and Part Il

- Summary Convictions Act: Part III

List of witnesses.
4. Present Your Evidence:
-cvidence as one knows it - by yourself and your S senses
tend your exhibits.
-establish no tampering of evidence
-honest straight forward answers of facts - ‘I found, saw,”’
-discuss with Crown Attorney - hearsay evidence -
-be prepared to give expert evidence.
<if your not an expert don’t give expert evidence.
Crown Attorneys: [Prosecutor]
- purpose- for consultation - yes or no on charge.
-Guidance
Pre-Trail conferences.
Inspector s Brief to be accurate and complete to assist Crown’s
in procedure.
-in court and trial-
The Crown calls witnesses-
-presents or rebuts evidence- -
-speaks to penalty-
Role of Court: -Proper procedures in court-
(Judge or J.P.) - preside over trial - hear evidence
-proper record kept
someone to adjudicate.
-rule on legal arguments and admission of evider .c.
-Adjudicate - verdict and penalty.
Evidence: Testimony
-oral statements under oath
-5 senses - fact in issue
-Breach of crime - name.
-time, place, date
statue of P.H.A.
-hinder, delay, /
-essential ingredients
Jawful performance of duty-
Documentary evidence - Deeds, titles
Real Evidence -objects-seiged.
Several questions were asked with considerable discussion
resulting from the following one.

’

Question;

We have no power to obtain the proper name of an individual if
the'party refuses to give his proper name - nor does a policeman.
what to do?

Answer.
1. Still serve ticket on the party concerned. If the citizen does not |-
sign, the ticket is still valid. The ticket is just marked as not
signed.

2. The summons can be served outside of Ontario by Registered
Mail under Sectipn 27 (3), Part I of the Provincial Offences Act.
3. The summons can be served on a Corporation under Section 27
(4) Part III of the Provincial Offences Act and can -be served®
personally or by Registerd Mail. It is advisable to charge both

involved,
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On the lighter side

\

Js - And so, the 41st Annual CIPHI Conference, Ontario Branch,
%% has come to a close for another year. - ,
At the risk of being accused of local prejudice, 1 state
categorically that it was a good ’un. A damned good 'un and a .
i 'un. One of the best ever I think. :
Depite the sombre note struck by some of the speakers, all of
* whom were top-notch calibre, thanks to the' efforts .of
' vice-chairman Peter Mocclo, the prevailing mood was one f
2% high spirits- and great expectations for our profession in the
3F future. i
K§  The high spirits probably peaked on the Las Vegas Night when -
¢ Fred Ruf flipped his remaining floating kidney after a scantily
yg clad belly-dancer practically dumped her writhing bum in his-lap
. during the soiree. :
' We tried to get Don Porter to
& but 1 guess that pregnancy Don
The *‘Terrible Twins from Toronto’’ were much in evidence
§ throughout. That pair, with the facial vegetation, Jim Flaherty
% and Bruce Martin ran a couple of our Black Jack tables for us
% damn near into the ground so they say. Profitability was scant for.
the bankers that night. ) g

But the dinner at Las Vegas Night was a great success for the
' hogs who were first in line. Those of us who held back in
ok deference to our guests-
) ¥ benefit when the grub ran out an
Wf- paws amid some fleshless chicken bones and anemic french fies.
Mg Who cares? It was a great trade and everybody was in a
* marvellour humour. The belly dancers were a huge ;
umped a lot of adrenalin into the tired old veins of our,moribund
# males. I bet there wereé a lot of ladies pleading headaches later
F that night after the arousal of their menfolk by those dancing

bF girls!

' The Ladies
among the beautiful
* sumptuous luncheon at
Committee’s efforts. )
The Wine and Cheese Party w
was in that magnificent Memorial Room of the historic Kingson
City Hall with a side-trip to the newly refurbished council
chamber. The wine flowed fre

«‘avea go’ at the belly dancin
had earlier still bothers him!

g.

Programme was much appreciated and the cruise
Thousand Islands along with a most

*cause I didn’t get to move my
bound up tighter than a bull’s backside at fly-time.

And then the President’s Banquet and Ball. The high point
the social prograthming,
contributed to largely by t

 our tired and harrassed Chairman,

; tions through those
A were spared the usual mouthing of the
i - table! ' : .
s - But the Keynote Speaker, what of he? There was a speaker!
Peter Coulson, who was recently converted from a very
supportive Crown Attorney to a Provincial Court Judge on April

of

politicans at the head

Fool’s Day 1980 (a fact he feels has some significance in his case) yg
best and most humorous dissertations I have §

gave us ore of the
heard in many a ye
impressions-of our role
1 can say, without over
beautiful’’. ’

And so to the

ar. It was laced with his very complimentary

.

K‘ing‘sth kapers

culmination to a completely

(and a hatred for lining-up) reaped the' yj
d we scrabbled with greasy gy

success and W -

Gananoque highlighted the quality of the ¥f

asa lovely expérience, held as it :

ely and the cheese was consumed W§
as if the dairy industry was going defunct on the morrow. I know R§
bowel for a week after. It was yg

the smooth running of which was g
he fact that Freeman Hutchings, are §

couldn’t read the introduc- ¥§
8 dollar glasses he buys at Woolco, so we gg

as public health inspectors in society. All &
doing the accolades, is that he was “just 3¢

*dance or Presideht’s Ball as it is hopefully

*

referred to. My God, I never so many complicated gyrations and
so much flying sweat since the Bacchanalian orgies of my youth. &
~ Mike Gravel that bombshell from John Carruthers’ Health &
Unit was trying to shed some of his obviously -excess avoirdupois
by making like a badly scared matador with a bull after his ass. &§ -
Bill Vaughan, his: ageing bones creaking with “ rapidly y
encroaching crepitus, pranced and twitched on the dance:floor ¥
like a man wearing Harris Tweed underwear! He alternated »%
between a gorgeous blonde and a lithesome lass_ with &
come-hither eyes, trying to emulate his days of yore- without
success I’'m sorry to say. Only his partner’s terpsichorean |
expertise saved him from looking like a' fart in a-wind tunnel -
and there are those who says he always looks like that anyway! "
‘Whatever, I think it can be said without fear or favour, thei s%
this last night of jollies was the completely successful 2
successful 41st Annual Cc _:rence. | ;
It is left only to mention that the happy tone of the Conference
was set by the organizers from the K.F.L. and A Health Unit and yg
by the marvellous spirit engendered by tﬁhe delegates and their J
ladies themselves who Yete truly a ‘‘G-g-0-0-od group.”’ s

WDV "

 ; Committee report

g | fEducaﬁon

committee

.
-~

F.W.RUF JIM STONE'

Your Education Committee, stated as charitably as possible,
< has not had a good year and our plans to arrange in-service
 training sessions have not been very: successful. It was
regrettable that the proposed spring session, which was to offer
a three-to-four-day course in Communicable Diseases and
Epidemiology was cancelled but a variety of circumstances, not’
the least of which was our, inability to obtain firm speaking
g commitments from various ‘experts throughout the Province,
* made the success of this proposed course very doubtful.

I't was our intention to offer a management course during the
latter portion of this year but regrettably have been advised that
the staff from the Human Resources Branch of the Ministry of
Health would not be available to conduct these sessions until (
4 some time in mid January, If there is sufficient demand and we
. can attract approximately twenty-five candidates, this proposed
' management course will' explore in general performance

appraisals, standards of performance, discipline, and the role of;
| the “‘effective’”’ manager. To offer such a course would ‘seem
very appropriate and we would ellicit your support.

I wish to draw to the Executive’s attention the fact th
Education Committee's recommendation . _
. " that in making future selections for members of
this commiittee more care be taken to}make the selection from the
¥ same geographical areas if possible. It is totally unrealistic to
# have this committee, which requires a tremendous amount of
pf effort, operate when the members are located in such remote
localities from each.other. : ‘

~

oy

oy

~

-y

at’it is the



ONTARIO BRANCH NEWS/WINTER 1980-81 PG. 13 -

SPEAKERS INFORMATIVE

Any guest spending some time at the Holiday Inn in Kingston
during the week of September 15 would soon have noticed that
the 41st annual Ontario Branch Conference was in progress.

Participants attending the conference were exposed to a heavy ]

concentration of excellent topics presented by qualified
speakers. Freeman Hutchings and his committee were
everywhere to ensure that the Iprogramme ran smoothly,
including a generous sprinkling of social activities to help relax
at the end of each day.

' Dr. G. K. Martin

Following the usual official welcome from various officials, the
programme got off to a good start when Dr. Gordon Martin,
Executive Director, Health Programs Division, Ministry of
Health gave the opening address, discussing the upcoming
Accreditation and Core programmes. .

Dr. Martin stated that sixteen Boards of Health have
volunteered to participate and three have been selected for the
pilot project. The Accreditation program when finally completely
instituted will be independent of the Ministry of Health.
Members from various health units will be performing the
accreditation review, and the report will be submitted to the
respective Board of Health. If a health unit/department does not
achieve accreditation, then the result will provide reasons for
obtaining aid from the Ministry of Health to provide additional
staff in order to update programmes. While accreditation
provides a qualitative peer review, the introduction of the Core
programme will ensure a2 minimum quantitative quality. Dr.
Martin indicated that the Core program can be introduced with
only a 10 percent increase in work and staff. The introduction of

, the new Public Health Protection Act in 1981 should help

increase the effectiveness of the Core program. A draft of the
P.H.I. discussion and comments. . .
Ammendments to the Building Code will include construction
standards and numbers regarding public washrooms which are
included in the present Food Premises Regulations.

Draft Proposals of the short forms which will be used under
the Provincial Offences Act will also be distributed to P.H.L.’s to
_ determine their suitability and generate comments.

Dr. Martin . also requested article submissions for the
Ministry Information Exchange Bulletin.

Acid percipitation

The problem - of acid rain is becoming an area of increasing
concern by environmentalists, some governments, and various
professionals, one group being public health inspectors. Mr.
Martin Rivers, the Acting Director General, from the Ai-
Pollution Control Directorate of Environment Canada discussed
the implications of acid percipitation.

When oxides of sulphur and nitrogen react chemically with
oxygen and moisture in the atmosphere, natural rain which has a
ph of 5.6 becomes more acidic and thus very damaging.

A PH of 45 in rainfall is classified as acid percipitation and
this decrease in PH has an irreversible effect on the Aquatic

Ecosystem (AES), Mr. Rivers commented. Since an acidic dry

deposit is also found, the term percipitation is used instead of

rain. ) ) ) : Lo
Unfortunately collectors have not been developed so that

the dry deposition can be quantified, Mr. Rivers stated.

" The forest industry is also concerned on what impact acid

percipitation will have, since it can stunt the growth of the

forests. Soil studies began in 1962 and the evidence of damage

has since increased. Martin Rivers informed the audience that

acid rain causes a calcuim deficiency' resulting in the improper
development of fish eggs. Acid rain also causes problems in the
ability of fish to assimilate oxygen from the water through the
gills. - .

Scientists are also concerned about acid percipitation to food

crops and ultimately humans. The fertilizers which are used still .

neutralize the PH at this time. Mr. Rivers stated, a lot
of the evidence of acid percipitation (A.P.) damage in all areas is
presumptive and governments are not sure what response to
use. The situation is serious enough that if the evidence becomes
a reality it could be disasterous. Rivers indicated that once the
Aquatic Exosystem has been ‘damaged it is permanent. The
conditions can be altered to enable a new ecosystem to establish,
but-it can never be returned to original condition.

Solutions to decrease A.P. include: a reduction in coal use and
using a more refined coal; Increased emission controls to
decrease oxides of sulphur and nitrogen emissions; and
Conservation!!!! o -

There are many questions which need to be answered in order
that intelligent decisions can be made. For instance: What are

_the cost benefits, environmental and human benefits to

eliminate emissions?; reduce to lower emissions; continue on?
We must understand the consequences and determine what
trade offs must be made before deciding what course to take, .
Mr. Rivers emphasized.

What can the PHI do? Water samples and PH readings can be
taken of surface and well water in potential problem areas. Mr.
Rivers suggested that this information could be submitted to the
Ministry of the Environment and also to the C.1.P.H.L., as well as
to his department. ]

Decisions must be made now so that the point of irreversibility
will be avoided. We must understand the consequences, Mr.
Rivers emphasized. Romeo LeBlanc in 1977 described acid rain
as an Environmental Time Bomb. It must not -be allowed to
explode. ' '

" Preventing Encephalitis

In the past few years whenever the subject of Encephalitis was
discussed, the focus was generally on how to control the
mosquitoe and the methods used , what insecticides to use and
where to'use them. Since the focus and primary concern was on
controlling the incidence of Encephalitis, very little attention was
given to what effects the insecticides may have on humans and
other animals. Dr. J.R. Jones, MOH for the Metro Windsor-
Essex County Health Unit presented an update on the control
measures bechind used in his area, but also described
consequences resulting from the control programmes.

Dr. Jones stated that serious decisions need to be made before

" an agency proceeds with an insecticide spraying programme.

The longterm effects on humans and possible congenital defects
from the use of insecticides must be considered and evaluated.
In the Windsor area, Dr. Jones commented, different insecticide
compounds are used and rotated to hopefully delay and possibly
elliminate resistent mosquitoe species. The question to consider
when initiating a spray program is whether the benefit of
eliminating the mosquitoe as a preventative measure against
Saint Louis Encephalitis outweighs the potential threat of
adverse after-effects, Dr. Jones emphasized. Blood samples are
being analyzed from wild and research animals to a study
possible long term effects. From these studies, more accurate
decisions can then. be made on whether to spray or not, Dr.
Jones indicated. )







