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EDITOR

By Manuel de Freitas and Mike Pape

‘ This issue of the O.B.N. is composed mainly of the reports of
- . institute councillors and from the regional chapters. It is important
- that members take the time to read these reports as the material in
them is very current and will enable you to understand what is going

on in this time of significant change. Of particular note are the letters
to Brenda Elliot, Chair and member of the standing committee on resource |
development. These letters were composed on our behalf by James Reffle and Judith
de Grosbois in an effort to convince the Provincial government of the importance of
‘keeping the part viii program at the health unit level. This is a very clear example of
what the Institute does for its membership.

Also, we have a new and continuing page dedicated to the activities of the
- Communicable Disease Committee. This page will appear in each future issue of the
-O.B.N. and will contain up to the minute information on what is developing in the world
: oRf commumcable diseases. This page shall be henceforth referred to as the C. D

: eservou' :

“The results of the Institutes' membership survey are outlined in this issue and appear to
-reflect a certain amount of cynicism amongst both members and non members. The
.,‘edltors belleve that if Public Health Inspectors in the Province of Ontario do not feel

' ‘ that they are being properly
represented at the executive
level, they should take the
time to educate themselves
on the issues, and perhaps
throw their hats into the ring
in an upcoming election.
Hopefully the place chosen
to educate yourselves will be
between the pages of the
O.B.N.

In order to attain
professional status, we must
obtain 100% membership in
the Institute. Lobby your
colleagues!

“The Editors”
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PRESIDENT’'S
REPORT

James Reffle
President

CIPHI

(Ontario Branch Inc.)
c/o Middlesex-London
Health Uhit
50 King Street
London, Ontario

N6A 5.7

This report covers the period from the

February 21, 1997, Ontario Branch Executive
meetings held in Etobicoke through to June 1, 1997.

Ontario Branch News: My President’s Message
appeared in the second issue of the 1997 Ontario
Branch News as a means of updating the
membership on the various activities of the Branch
Executive. The OBN also published the Ontario
Branch’s position on a variety of issues including the
proposed amendments to the EPA Part Vi

Program, the Reliable Community Resource

promotion document,
provincial ministers.
CIPHI National Executive Council:

| participated in the CIPHI National Executive
Council pre-conference meetings held in Banff,
Alberta, on April 25 & 26". My responsibilities with
national will focus on assisting the Membership
Chair, Scott Maclean, President of the New
Brunswick Branch. | will also be involved in
implementing the Advocacy Plan on the Canadian
Food Inspection System, which was proposed and
accepted at the NEC post-conference meeting on
April 30, 1997.

The National Conference in Banff, Alberta, was a

great success. The organizers should be
congratulated on a job well done.
Part VIl EPA:  On April 14™, along with Judy de
Grosbois and Brian Hatton, | presented the Ontario
Branch’s position paper on proposed amendments
to Bill 107 at the London hearings of the Standing
Committee on Resources Development. We also
coordinated our efforts with the ASPHIO Executive
and the Northem Ontario Part Vil Service Providers
who presented to the same committee at their April
25" hearings in Toronto.

and various letters to
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Interagency Council on Food Safety: CIPHI
representation on the ICFS(O) has yet to be

. decided. The Chair, Dr. Leber advised me that their

next meeting was scheduled for June 20",
ASPHIO Liaison: Frequent dialogue took place
during the week prior to the Bill 107 hearings
between myself and Harvey Bones. | gave an
update on Ontario Branch activities at the ASPHIO
business meeting held in Toronto on May 13".
1997 Ontario Branch Conference: The Ontario
Branch Conference, Spectrum ‘97 - Through the
Looking Glass, hosted by the Western Area, is
scheduled for September 17, 18, and 19, 1997, in
London at the Delta Armouries Hotel. The AGM is
scheduled as a luncheon event on Thursday,
September 18™. Teaser flyers have been mailed out
and an ad appeared in the OBN.
Public Health Programs: The government
announced in April that funding for public health
programs will be 100% municipality funded. At this
time, there are no further reports on which programs
will be provincially funded. Discussions and
planning regarding Integrated Health Systems is
ongoing in the Province. It is unclear at this time
how public health programs will relate to this format. -
The second draft of the Mandatory Programs and
Services Guidelines were distributed to all health
units during the week of May 26" for final comments.
The deadiine for comments was June 20". Some
revisions were made based on the Ontario Branch
submission through OPHA.
Ontario Branch Budget 1997: Since the February
Executive Meeting, | have had a chance to review
the budget estimates that were discussed and |
transferred figures onto a spreadsheet. A draft
report was reviewed during our June 7"

teleconference meeting.&




PROPOSED ADVOCACY PLAN ON CANADIAN FOOD INSPECTION SYSTEM (CFIS)
Submitted by: James Reffle and Charles Young

At the National Executive Council meetings in Winnipeg on January 24, 1997, three strategic areas of
involvement for the Canadian Institute of Public Health Inspectors were identified, namely:

‘/certiﬁcation V" membership ‘/ad’vocacy

During the April 25 & 26", 1997, preconference meetings in Banff, it was proposed that a strategic area
of focus for advocacy is the CFIS. A working committee comprised of James Reffle, Ontario Branch President and
Charles Young, Past National President, was established to develop a preliminary advocacy plan in this regard.

Considering the recent establishment of the CFIS and CFIA, and ongoing involvement of Canadian Institute
of Public Health Inspectors on the National Food Retail and Foodservices Code (FRFC), it is appropriate o
consider a variety of objectives, strategies and action plans to direct the Canadian Institute of Public Health
Inspectors’ advocacy role on behalf of the interests of the membership, the profession and public health.

Objective A: Ensure the public’s health and protection
with respect to food safety inspection.

Strategy A: Develop responses to the final draft of the
FRFC.

Action Plan:

8 Maintain a seat on the FRFC working committee
(C.Young). .

B Communicate to all National Executive Council Vice

Presidents about the availability of the FRFC final draft and

make it available for review and comment.

O Vice Presidents to formulate a response and submit to

the appropriate CFIS official designated to receive

comments, copy to'the Canadian Institute of Public Health

Inspectors - CFIS Advocacy Committee.

O The Committee to formulate a comprehensive response

and submit to CFIS.

Objective B:  Ensure our voice on CFIS
implementation issues.
Strategy B: Extend representation of the Canadian

Institute of Public Health Inspectors on boards and
committees relevant to CFIS.

Action Plan:

8 Communicate with. CFIS officials
representation on the CFIS Advisory Board.

8 Identify provincial committees addressing food safety
and seek Canadian Institute of Public Health Inspectors
representation and / or input (e.g. ICESO, Fed-Prov-Terr.
Committee) on Food Safety.

requesting

Objective C:  Advocate for professional opportunities
for PHIs and the Institute.

Strategy C: Position the Institute and PHIs in essential
roles in the CFIS FRFC.
Action Plan:

O Recommend that the FRFC define Certified PHIs with
the Code for Food Inspection purposes.

8 Develop a position paper on the role of the Institute as
FRFC maintenance facilitator, developer of interpretative
documents and evaluation body.

8 Develop a position paper on the role of the Institute as
the administrative body for a National Foodhandler
Training and Certification Program.

Objective D:  Advocate for implementation
opportunities.

Strategy D: Explore collaborative options for food
safety inspection implementation at the local level.

Action Plan:

o Circulate and consider the Ontario Branch /
ASPHIO Position Paper on Integrated Food Safety Delivery
Systems.

o Request feedback on the Ontario position paper
from each Branch and the Western Canada Directors
Group.

o Develop a further action plan based on the response
to above and in consultation with Ontario Branch /
ASPHIO.

Recommendation: It is recommended that the National
Executive Council authorize the implementation of all or
some of the proposed actions as deemed appropriate. Lo



CIPHI ONTARIO BRANCH EXECUTIVE MEETING

FOOD DIVISION REPORT

" June 7, 1997
Submitted by: Toni D’Ettorre, Food Division Chair

SOUTHWEST REGIONAL

FooD SAFETY COMMITTEE
Toni Moran and Corrina Brudner presented the modified
HACCP Audio Protocol at the provincial Asphio meeting in Toronto on
May 13,1997. Copies of the amended and final form and protocol
were handed out to the Asphio group. The committee has taken their
work one step further and are currently exploring the development of

a Home Study Course, as well as, developing a logo for their
committee.

OPHA
| have stepped down as a Constituent Society Representative
because of my many other obligations and more specifically time
constraints. | do not feel | would be able to give OPHA the attention
necessary. Therefore, Jim Reffle has agreed to represent the
Ontario Branch at OPHA

FooD SAFETY
CERTIFICATION TASK FORCE

The Food Safety Certification Task Force (FSCTF) met on May
12,1997, to compile and review the exam questions for each of the
components and review the perspective objectives.

The exam questions were taken from a pool of questions across
the province. Each committee member was assigned a component
and selected questions suitable to that component. Objectives were
then developed to ensure each of the components were met.

AREA MEETINGS
Recently | attended the Eastern Area Meeting as an Ontario

Branch Representative. The meeting was very well attended and.

quite productive. A number of questions were raised with the respect
to procedure, which led to a few resolutions. &
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SALMONELLA & CANTALOUPES

May 1997- Dairy, Food and
Environmental Sanitation

Vol. 17, No. 5 - Mark Tamplin

A small percentage of melons will
have human pathogens on their
surface. These surface contaminants
are usually considered natural and
unavoidable and do not normally
result in human illness. For this
reason raw fruits have not been
considered hazardous foods.

~ Some melons are treated with
antimicrobial agents after harvest for
shelf-life extension and others are
washed with potable water prior to
consumption.

There have been five outbreaks
of salmonellosis linked to melons in
the past forty years.

The most recent outbreak of
salmonellosis related to melon con-
sumption occurred in June 1991.
Specifically, cantaloupes were found
to be contaminated with S. Poona. A
prior salmonellosis (S.chester) out-
break (1989-1990) involving
cantaloupe stretched over 30 states
and -effected an estimated 25,000
persons. Two deaths were reported.
The FDA took action by analysing
melons via two surveys and
determined that most melons were
not contaminated with salmonella.
No further action was taken - until
that June 1991 outbreak. The FDA
has now initiated experiments to
determine what techniques are best
at reducing the Salmonella population
on the surface of melons. The
kinetics of growth are also being
investigated. The main concern deals
with surface contamination of
melons. Since it is not possible to
assure that all domestically grown
melons. Since it is not possible to
assure that all domestically grown
melons are free from human patho-
gens, careful attention should be
taken with the cleaning of melons at
the time of cutting, using clean and
sanitized utensils and surfaces fo
minimize contamination of edible
portions. &




WATER
DIvISIOn
REPORT

el ———

JUNE 7, 1997

Submitted by:
Charles F. Diosi -
Water
Division Chair

Special Puject Activity

Northern Area Educational
Conference

On October 29 and 30, 1996, |
organized and chaired another
successful Northem Ontario Educational
Conference that was held at the
Sudbury and District Health Unit,
Sudbury, Ontario. The primary aim of
the conference goal was to explore new
topics of interest, and simultaneously,
offer  presentations - with  good
educational components related to our
profession that were up-to-date and
interesting to our members in
attendance. In consideration of all of
these factors and, very importantly, the
available budget restrictions,
predominately local presenters from the
SDHU, Laurentian University and the
City of Sudbury were utilized. It was,
however, also our pleasure to have
Bruce Fortin from the Porcupine HU
and Michael Brodsky from the Ministry
of Health, Toronto, as special guest
speakers of the conference. The topics
included a good cross section on issues
of water, environment, food inspection
and other health-related issues.

| also arranged the presence of
exhibitors during the conference from
local and out of town businesses. This
endeavour served several purposes. |t
offered interesting and educational
technical exhibits to the guest inspectors
of the conference, helped paying the
bills and, more importantly, created
another opportunity to introduce and
market the professional and the Institute
to business. As a result of this effort, |
was able to cover completely the
conference expenses and recruit a
corporate membership to the Institute of
Trojan Technologies Inc. of London,
Ontario. '

Aekive Pusjets

Regulation Respecting Public Spas,
Wading Pools and Water Slide Catch
Basins

The planning group to address this
issue has finally been formed and the
present members are Becky Hester,
Andrew Dunn from the SDHU and Ted
King, from Kingston FLAHU. The
purpose and the goal of the commiittee is
to, first of all, develop a rational strategy
on how to approach this issue, and,
secondly, to obfain and compile
adequate, convincing documentation
that would be available for future
presentation to the Ministry to support
the establishment of a regulatory
mandate for the inspection of these
facilities. For the purpose of comparison
studies, out of province contacts at
Health Departments in Alberta ‘and
Manitoba have been already established

- to supply information on their mandate,

epidemiological data and various other
documentation that are related to the
operation and enforcement of public
spas, wading pools and water slide catch
basins.

The committee is in the process of
drafting a cross-province survey to
determine the past and current state of
the inspection programs for spas,
wading pools and water slides at the
respective Health Units. In addition, the
survey is also designed to provide
epidemiological data, and statistical
information to determine the
approximate extent of these public
facilities in Ontario, the current
enforcement strategies used, etc. | am
hopeful to have the final draft of the
survey ready and approved by the
committee as soon as possible so that
we can mail them out and receive feed

back from the Health Units prior to ... @
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Water Division Report continued

... the commencement of the expected restructuring
period that is taking place Province wide by the end
of the year.

Seminar for Real Estate Agents
on Private Water Supplies

The goal of this community resource project is to
offer local estate agents a presentation that, |
believe, is educational, informative and deals with
hands on, practical issues.  Further more, the
presentation package provides another opportunity
for our professional organization to be visible and,
again, market widely our ‘reliable community
resources” status. ‘

Although the basic course content has been
developed for some time, | have recently decided to
change part of the structure of the presentation. The
primary intent is to develop a generic presentation
with a subject matter that can be tailored to fit a wide
spectrum of interest groups. This relatively short
(1.5 maximum 2 hours) presentation is to focus on
some basic technical information of existing water
supplies, field identification of the various water
supplies, current water treatment devices, water
quality problems, interpretation of water sample
results, just to mention a few of the topics
considered within the framework of the course
summary. The final draft of the course content is to
be presented and reviewed by the water division
committee members at the next meeting in June
1997. :

The process to pilot this project in Sudbury,
however, has already commenced. | have
contacted the local Real Estate Board and offered
the availability of this presentation to the interested
real estate agents. The response appeared to be
favourable and as soon as the content of the
presentation is finalized, | will be forwarding it to the
Board for a review by their educational committee.
The course package will be available to all interested
Health Units after it is presented in Sudbury, the
comments from the participants received are
reviewed and the content, if required, is adjusted.

Ontario Water Works Association

| have recently contacted this association and
requested information on their activities and
requirements for a membership. The OWWA is the
Canadian section of the American Water Works
Association, that has over 14,000 members
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comprising of a wide spectrum of water related
experts and professionals. The membership
regularly conducts workshops several times a year
in various areas in the Province, publishes booklets
and newsletters and organizes annual conferences.
Most recently the Annual Conference of the OWWA
/ OMWA (Ontario Municipal Water Association) was
held in Hamilton, from May 4™ to 7" and the program
dealt with topics like...emerging water treatment
technologies, water quality and treatment research,
small systems and groundwater supplies, etc.

| feel that it is essential that we participate with
associations, like OWWA that has a common
objective and interests, as such alliance increases
our visibility and leads towards an effective,
improved professional recognition.&

 "Germs" You can SEE\
GLO-GERM

Since 1968 the Glo-Germ
Company has provided teaching
hospilals,foodhandling facilities
clinics,schools(includingpublic
school systems) and institutions
with this unique product.
Thc provensafeinen ingredients
in the Glo-Germ lotion
or powder cast a revealing glow
when exposed 10 standard UV
light.  Used in a teaching or
training session, the glow
graphically shows a student or * :
staff member when improper cleaning or handwashing has waken

place. Qlo_ - Germ is also great for the demonstration of
coataminauon/ransmission.

Serving the Canadian health care industry since 197

FREE 10-DAY TRIAL

We will send you a complete kit for 10 days with no cost or obligm'bm
Please wriie or call :

@Io Germ Company

P.O. Box 537, Moab, Utah 84532

1-800-634-0770 or FAX (801) 259-5930

_/




CIHPI ONTARIO BRANCH EXECUTIVE MEETING
REGIONAL CHAPTERS REPORT - JUNE 7, 1997

Submitted by: Manuel de Freitas - Chair

New Members Welcome

Package: According to the Work Plan 1996, a “new membership package orientation

package / welcome package” is complete and ready for use. We would like to
advertise and make this package available for use. If you have a copy of this
package please send it to Manual de Freitas so that arrangements can be made
for distribution.

MB"Ibel'ShIP - Benefits: The “Why Join?” pamphlet needs to be updated to include changes to the

Ryerson degree. A copy of this pamphlet has been distributed for the executive to
edit and provide changes. Arrangements will be made with Mr. Vacca to reproduce
the revised pamphlet.

Reglonal Meeflngs . A few of the areas have been quite active and minutes of the recent meeting will

be forwarded to the executive once they are complete. Some of the other areas
have been having problems setting up a meeting at this time, but plans are in the
works for fall meetings.

At this time we are waiting for minutes from a recent Ottawa area meeting that
had numerous resolutions passed. Once this information is received a copy will be
sent to each counsellor, for comment. Also, we would like to thank Peter Kastoris
for volunteering to look after the Ryerson area. This only makes sense as Peter
already has an excellent rapport with the Ryerson students.

Ontario Branch NeWSZ Mike Pape and Manuel de Freitas have been busy soliciting new

advertisement for the OBN. Hopefully by the next issue you will see some new
advertisements which will help offset costs. At this time, we would like to apologize
to any councillor who did not get their full report published in the OBN. Keep up the
good work. '

PHI DII'OG*OI'YZ Work has commenced on an update to the directory. The directory will be
available for the fall conference.

Information Share

Blnders: At this time the location of all the binders is not known. Hopefully those who

read the OBN will contact Manuel de Freitas with the requested information.
Councillor Shaw also has more information about updating the information in the
binders.
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Communicable Disease Division Report
' June 4, 1997
Submitted by: Bev Middleton, Chair - Communicable Disease

4+ The Communicable Disease Committee has been very active with the completion of some projects
and the beginning of several new undertakings.

4+ The Communicable Disease Education Day was held on June 10th, at the Provincial Public Health
Lab in Etobicoke. As of May 30, 100 registrations had been received, which exceeded our goal
of 60 to make this a successful workshop. A donation of $300 was from Smith Kline Beachum to
assist with the costs of nutrition breaks.

4+ The production of the new CIPHI Fact Sheets has generated some response from health units
requesting more information on costs and availability. | have also received several calls from
health units that have depleted their supplies and are in immediate need for these pamphlets.

4+ | contacted the Public Health Branch and spoke with Dr. Chuck LeBer concerning French
language translations. He presented our request to Dr. Carison who agreed that Public Health
Branch would cover the cost of translation through their Communications Branch at the Ministry
of Health. The information was sent to the Ministry in early May. On May 30, | received a fax
transmission from Dr. LeBer stating that Dr. Carlson had reneged on the original agreement
stating that CIPHI was a national organization and therefore the Ontario Ministry of Health could
not financially support our endeavour. A lengthy discussion was held at the last committee
meeting concerning the immediate need to have the French translatlon made available. An

immediate decision to this dilemma is needed.

Communicable Disease
Committee

The CD Committee met on
May 30, at the Waterloo Regional
Health Unit, hosted by Cathy
Egan. We had 10 members in
attendance. Resignations were
announced by Rick Pascoe,
Muskoka-Parry Sound and
Barbara Slattery, Region of
York. The group welcomed our
newest member, Laura Farrell,
Huron County Health Unit, and

Sonia Singh, Wellington-
Dufferin-Guelph who is
temporarily replacing Lucie
Imbiscuso.

Ontario Branch News

it was decided that the
Commincable Disease
Committee would become a
regular distributor to the Ontario
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Branch News. Mike Pape, co-
editor attended our meeting to
discuss submission criteria, set
up, etc., and assisted in
formalizing our plans. The topics
to be covered include current
resources, what's out there in the
way of education days, University
or |Internet Courses, feature
articles and a Website interest
page. Our inaugural submission

- will be ready for the next edition

of the OBN.

Handwash Sign
The committee was asked to
informally present the sign to

their co-workers involved in
daycare infection control
program. Response was very

favourable, many recognized the
need and felt their health units

would be interested in purchasing

a supply. Interested Health Units

“have expressed a desire to have

these available as soon as
possible for budget reasons. The
projected cost of these signs did
not seem to deter interest. The
cost of educational materials
surveyed from several other
groups (i.e. CHICA, Brevis) were
in line with other costs. | would
also like to propose that we
purchase advertising space in
several daycare / early childhood
education periodicals and
advertise our product directly to
the market. The sign was also
marketed to Community Living
programs for the developmentally
challenged and kindergarten
programs, again with favourable
response. The sign has been
revised to reflect multiculturism
and includes CIPHI and room for
a health unit to apply their

personal identification. .. @



The sign is in full colour and is
laminated.

Personal Services
With the edition of tattoo
pariours, body piercing,

aestheticians, hairdressers and
barber shops as fixed premises
under the Infection Control in
Institutions, health units will be
faced with the need to develop
infection control guidelines and
information packages to address
these new issues. The
committee discussed our
organization taking on this issue
as a new project and perhaps
involving  the  professional
organizations in the development
of these resources. Ideas,
resources, and information is to
be gathered by the members for
discussion at a future meeting.

Infection Control Ontario
/ CHICA - Canada

Many Public Health
Inspectors working in the

Infection Control and Institutions
program are also members of
CHICA (Community & Hospital
Infection Control Association) and
their regional chapters. This
organization is comprised of
members of community health,
acute care settings and long term
care. CHICA is a national
organization structured very
much like CIPHI with a National
Executive as well as Regional
Chapter Executives.
Unfortunately, there is not one
provincial chapter representing
Ontario so it would be difficult for
CIPHI to liaise directly with these
associations. Infection Control
Ontario is an organization that
represents all Infection Control
Practitioners in the Province and
are an Allied Group of the Ontario
Hospital Association. | have sent
a letter to the President of

Infection Control Ontario
introducing our organization in an
attempt to open communications
with another organization with the
same infection control goals.

| feel that a partnership with
CHICA would also be mutually
beneficial, however, this may be
best served as a National
initiative. Numerous PHI's have
become or are currently involved
in the education process to
become a CIC (Certified in
Infection Control). To continue to
keep our members current and to
avoid a drift from being a CIPHI

member to being only a CHICA

member, our organization has to
be proactive and visible in the
field of infection control. Many
ICP’s lean heavily on their local
public health agencies * for
guidance and support and this is
a perfect partnership for CIPHI to
be a part of. | believe we need
to explore ways in which we can
effectively liaise with other
professional organizations.

CATTLEMEN SEEK
SUPPORT FOR
IRRADIATION

June 1997 - Food in Canada

Toronto -- At the Canadian
Public Health Association’s meeting
on communicable diseases, Marjorie
Mann, research coordinator for the
Canadian Cattlemen’s Association
(CCA) urged organized medicine to
support its petition to have all ground
beefin Canada irradiated in order to
improve the safety of meat and cut
the incidence of disease related to E.
Coli and other food borne pathogens.
Following an outbreak in 1993, of E.
Coli related to undercooked
hamburgers, the CCA struck a
working group to prepare a
submission for Health Canada
outlining its case for the irradiation of
ground beef. Currently, the only
irradiated food products allowed in

| products.

Canada are ground spices. The

article notes that a large number of
health care groups, including the
American Medical Association, The
US Department of Health, the
American Gastroenterology
Association and The World Health
Organization have all endorsed
irradiation but that few Canadian
medical organizations have shown
simular support. According to Mann,
the CCA bhas approached the
Canadian Medical Association but so
far has “not had much response.”
The article states that one of the
major challenges to the wide spread
acceptance of irradiated foods lie in
convincing the public that this
controversial technology is safe and
points out the fact that there are a
large number of “myths” surrounding
irradiation which need to be dispelled
if the food supply is going to be made
safe. One example is that irradiation
will allow producers to turn bad
product info good. However,
Marjorie Mann says ground beef that
has a heavy microbial load would
require such high doses of radiation
to eliminate it, that the taste and
odour of the product would be
affected.  Other examples cited
include: irradiation will make food
radioactive; irradiation reduces the
nutritional content of foods, and
consumers will not accept irradiated
The article also cites
research results that dispel some of
these concerns including a 1994
study from the University of
California which shows that the
numbers of consumers uncertain
about irradiation have decreased by
about seven percent and the
numbers expressing no concern has
increased from 10 to 22 percent.
Other research cited shows that
when consumers are given accurate
information about the technology and
allowed to sample an irradiated
product it is possible to increase
acceptance to 99 percent. The
article concludes by saying that,
according to Mann, Health Canada is
considering applications for the
irradiation of both fresh and frozen
poultry and shrimp for the purpose of
microbial control and to extend shelf
life.©

i



COMMUNICABLE DISEASE DIVISION REPORT

Fall 1997

Submitted by: Bev Middleton, Division Chair

Our committee continues to
be very active working on
behalf of the membership.

We hosted another very
successful Education Day on
June 10 at the Provincial Public
Health Lab. Credit for this
accomplishment goes to
Barbara  Slattery, Jane
Shimizu, Debrah Owens and
Tom Natale. The lab tours
were also a great success and
it is something that |
recommend to all PHI’s if the
opportunity arises. Laboratory
staff give you the inside and
hands on scoop on their work in
Environmental Health,
Parasitology, Virology, etc. Itis
an excellent way to make
invaluable contacts.

Our new Fact sheets have
been completed and additional
topics are currently being
developed. Our committee
would like to hear from field
personnel as to where they feel
there is a need. We want to
know what resources would be
valuable but are currently
~ inaccessible to PHI's working in
the Outbreak Control and
Infection Control Programs.
Work has begun on MRSA and
VRE, handouts that would be
suitable for hospitals to provide
to patients being discharged
with the organisms, family
members of patients on home
care. Also on the burner are
Cyclospora,  Non-reportable
Parasites, Group A and B.
Strept, Hepatitis B and C. We
are open to suggestions so
please contact myself or one

of the committee members
listed below with your
appreciated input.

We have also launched a
new hand wash sign developed
for childcare facilites and
primary grades. The sign has
also been readily received by
several agencies for the
developmentally handicapped.
The sign is colourful and
laminated so it should be very
durable. :

We are also opening the
lines of communication with
various infection control
organizations, including
Infection Control Ontario. This
is an affiliate organization of the
Ontario Hospital Association.
They represent infection control
practitioners across the
province in all fields, however,
they are currently very hospital
based. They do, however,
present current infection control
problems to the OHA for their
support in guideline
development and legislative

changes. They, like us, are the

only provincial organization
representing ICP’s. Their
problems are our problems are
as well.

The CIPHI Communicable
Disease Committee has also
been given an opportunity to
comment on guidelines for
Influenza  currently  being
developed by the Ontario
Nursing Home Association.
Many of you will already be
familiar with the ONHA
guidelines for MRSA and VRE.
Also under development are

guidelines for Group A Strept.
Our many thanks to Faron
Kolbe and Eric Mathews
(Hamilton-Wentworth) for
directing this opportunity our
way.
In this issue of the OBN we
are launching our first
submission called the C.D.

Reservoir. We hope to offer
you regular updates on
interesting communicable

disease and infection control
websites, educational seminars
being offered, resources and
items of interest. If you have
any functions you would like
advertised or outbreaks /
investigations you have been
involved with and would like to
share, please drop us a line.
Our Internet Browsers are
Cathy Egan (Waterloo) and
Sonia Singh (Wellington-
Dufferin-Guelph).

Regrettably, Barbara
Slattery and Rick Pascoe
have resigned and | would like
to thank them for all their hard
work and dedication to this
Institute committee.

The 1997-98 committee:
Cathy Egan, Waterloo
Jerry Zalewski, Kingston
Susan Morrison, Lamton
Laura Farrell, Huron
Sean Ryan, London
Tom Natale, Toronto
Jane Simizu, City of York
Sonia Singh, Wellington
Eric Mathews, Hamilton
Craig Lawrie, Leeds
Debrah Owens, Toronto
Nadine Rypalowski, Porcupine
Diane Pustina, Porcupine®




MINUTES.

Canadian Institute of Publlc Health Inspectors

Ontario Branch Eastern Area Meeting - Perth Royal Canadian lcglon

T0PIC:

May 21, 1997

Pesticides Reduction Initiatives - Martha Robinson, Program Manager

Ottawa-Carleton (0-C) Health Department - Environmental Health Directorate

Peticide initigtive was selected
as a priority from the 1992 State
of the Environment Report. This
issue was considered relevant
due to public concern about
perceived risk due to exposure to
chemical pesticides. The focus
of the program initiatives is on
urban not rural use.

The public has been involved

in getting the pesticide reduction .
message out. O-C has provided

research and information to
community groups.

The program started using
the slogan “Consider Alternatives
to Pesticides”, and will convey a
stronger message this year. The
slogan is now “Use Alternatives
to Pesticides.” The Health
Department has been working in

partnership with other
government agencies and
community groups. It has
provided research and

information to groups interested
in pesticide reduction. The 1997
campaign is supported by
extensive media promotion.

Changes fo Mandatory Programs and
Services Guidelines

- Dr. Chuck LeBer

Senior Veterinary Consultant
Food Safety/Water Quality Unit
Ontario Ministry of Health

Dr. LeBer reviewed proposed
changes to the Guidelines.

- similar to the 1%

" The review process was

condensed without usual
reviews, consultations and
surveys.

%> Ministry Consultant completed
the review in Apnl with the
assistance of experts, task forces
(members mainly from Health
Departments).

> Review took into account

evaluation of public health
problems with possible
intervention. Best agency to

handle intervention, wording /

Board of Health responsibility.

The Guideline Format is
Mandatory
Program and Services Guideline.
Each program has Goals /
Objectives  (measurable or
directional).

He discussed six programs
that are relevant to health
inspectors. i.e. safe water, food
safety, rabies control, infection
control, infectious  disease
control, health hazard
investigation - A request was
made for Dr. LeBer to send his
notes on changes for accurate
recording in minutes.

Business Meeting:

Secretary/Chair - A. Downer
0. Branch Rep - T. D’Ettorre
Minutes from previous meeting -

There are no minutes from
the previous meeting. Therefore
no business arising.

Discussion: Membership
discussed why previous minutes
was not available and need
branch action to resolve this
issue.

Motion: (by Henry Garcia):
Whereas there is a need to
ensure that area CIPHI meetings
are effective and contributed to
the profession of the PHI and
whereas area meetings are a key
component of dissemination of
information.

Therefore be it resolved that
the Ontario Branch News publish
a comprehensive set of
guidelines pertaining to the
proper conduct of area CIPHI
area meetings.

Seconded: Dave Cooke |
Motion passed.
Discussion regarding

downloading of programs on the
municipalites. Comments made
in light of . Dr. LeBer's
presentation. Suggestions made
that the Ontario Branch should
publish some benefits of changes
to Mandatory Program Guidelines
and review its strategic plans for -
contingencies e.g. - loss of Part
VIIL.

Motion: (by Dave Cooke)
Whereas the Easten Ontario
Membership of the Canadian
Institute of Public Health
Inspectors is opposed to the

... -
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